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Adelaide, South Australia
May 2016 Daily Weather Observations

Observations are from Kent Town, about 2 km east of the city centre.
Temps 9 am

Date Day Min Max

Rain Evap Sun LT O

3 pm

Dir Spd Time Temp RH Cld Dir Spd MSLP Temp RH Cld Dir Spd MSLP

°C  °C| mm mmhours km/ lacal *C % gth kmih hPa C % gth km/h hPa

1 Su/12.918.3 16 WNWW 50 05:59 14.3: 69 WSW  111016.8| 17.7 36 SsSWo 917 A

2 Me12.4158 0 WNW  4315:23) 14.3: 63 N 131014.8| 192 57 WNW 1% 1011.5

3 Tu/14.3156 0.8 WNW 54 13:35 16.2 87 NW 151007.7| 17.2 86 W 20 1008.0

4 We 11,1185 5.2 SW 2300:25 14.1 82 NME 710174 176 &7 NW 111067

5 Th{12.9245 0 NW  3913:35 17.7 57 NME 111016.2 242 38 NW 131122

6 Fr12.1250 0 N 20 11:49 176 65 NE T 1016.0| 230 52 WNW 710131
7 53120243 0 NME 48 23:22 165 70 Calm 1013.4 205 52 N 1110110

8 Su/16.415.7 04 NME 39%02:02 179 73 NE 111002.0| 18.0 92 NMNW 11 9%3.6

9 Me 131181 0.8 WNW  6513:29) 146 75 N 22 9932 18.0 75 NW 28 9927

100 Tu/14.118.3/16.0 WSW 43 01:13 15.2 68 SW 17 1016.2| 17.6 50 WsW  131019.2
44 WA~ 4D DAL N no ALY AT NN 4C O o AL AN ANT4 7 AC o T TRINIVAY 44 AnAdn o
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Adelaide in April 2016: Rainfall below average; warm days

Rainfall during April was well below average, with just 6 days of any measurable rainfall.
Maximum temperatures were well above average, nights were also warmer than normal.

= Driest April since 2005

»  Warmest April days since 2005

« 29 days of at least 20°C, highest since 1923
Rainfall was very much below average at all locations in the metropolitan area, with some
locations having their driest April in several years. Adelaide (Kent Town) had itz driest April
since 2005, with only & days totalling 9.6 mm, almost half of which was observed in the 24
hours to 9 am on the Gth, well below the average of 40.3 mm, and the 57.4 mm recorded in
April 2015, Only light rainfall totals were recorded across the city and hills region during the
last 3 weeks of the month.

Maximum temperatures were well above average across the city. The mean maxinmum
temperature at Adelaide (Kent Town) was 2.2 °C above the long-term April average, the
warmest since 2005. Minimum temperatures were also above average for the month, across
mst of the region, though cooler than normal nights were recorded in the northem suburbs.
The first week of Aprl saw much wamer than average daily maximum temperatures
recorded at all metropolitan locations. Days became milder between the 6th and 13th, before
warming up again from the 14th. Adelaide (Kent Town) recorded 30.1 °C on the 15th, and on
the 26th; the latest in April that such a daily maximum has been recorded since 2005. The
city also had 29 days thiz month where the maximum temperature reached at least 20°C.
The last time this happened was in 1923 when there were 30 days of 20°C or more.

There were warmer than usual ovemight temperatures recorded in the first week of April but
minimum temperatures were generally cooler than nomal throughout the middle of the
menth. However, during the last week of April, fresh northerly winds ahead of a trough of low
pressure resulted in minimum temperatures that were in excess of 6 “C above average.

Extremes in April 2016

Hottest day

Warmest days on average
Coolest days on average
Coldest day

Coldest night

Coolest nights on average
Warmest nights on average
Warmest night

Warmest on average overall
Coolest on average overall
Wettest overall

Wetteat day

Strongest wind gust

30.9 *C at Parafield Airport on the 26

25.1 °C at Parafield Airport

18.9 *C at Mount Lofty

13.6 *C at Mount Lofty on the 22™

3.8 °C at Mount Barker on the 18

9.9 *C at Mount Barker

13.9 °C at Noarlunga

22 5 *C at Moarunga on the 27

18.7 *C at Adelaide (Kent Town)

14.8 *C at Mount Lofty

20.4 mm at Heathfield Works Depot

9.4 mm at Lenswood Research Centre on the 29%
76 kmv'h at Adelaide Airport on the 30th

76 kmv'h at Mount Crawford AWS on the 30th

All the detail you could possibly want and more is available on the

BoM website. Vi SKigtLIY K K § 6 6 @0 2 Y dedr2dd dw adekdOef rA Yt hir
various archived climate reports and
graphical forms.
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http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/
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South Australia in April 2016: Rainfall below average, persistent warmth
Most of South Australia recorded a warmer and drier than nommal Aprl. Daytime and night
time temperatures were above average in the first half of the month, particularty across the
pastoral areas. Rainfall was below average across most of the State, especially across
northemn and eastern districts.

. Warmest April since 2013

- Below average rainfall, especially in the sast
- Warmer days across the State

- Warmer nights across northemn districts

Following a wetter March, April was a dry month for most of South Australia, with litte rainfall
activity being reported across the State. The wettest period was on the 6th as a cold front
crossed southermn coastal regions, though highest totals were generally below 10 mm
following the passage of the front. Rainfall totals for the month generally ranged from 10-25
mm across southerm coasts, decreasing to less than 10 mm in northem paris of the
agricultural areas. Almost the whole of the pastoral areas recorded little or no rainfall during
the month.

South Australia had a warmm April. Both the statewide mean maximum and mean minimum
temperatures were above the historical average, with day time temperatures in the highest
10% of records across much of the northem and eastemn digtricts. Overall, April 2016 was the
warmest April since 2013.

Dwring the first week of the month, warm days occurred across most districts. Maximum
temperatures became milder following the passage of a cold frontal system and the
establishment of a ndge of high pressure in the Great Australian Bight, during the second
week of the month. Wam northwestery winds during much of the second half of the month
resulted in above average daytime temperatures persisting across large areas of the State,
with especially warm perods between the 18th and 21st and from the 25th to the 30th.
Mights were warmer than average for northem districts, but generally mild, tending cooler
than average across most other areas of South Australia during the first few days of April.
The second half of the month saw nights become warmer than average across most areas of
the State. The passage of a low pressure trough on the 27th resulted in much of the southem
half of the State reporting minimum temperatures in excess of 6 °C above average.

Extremes in April 2016

Hottest day

Warmest days on average
Coolest days on average
Coldest day

Coldest night

Coolest nights on average

Warmest nights on average
Warmest night

Warmest on average overall
Coolest on average overall
Wettest overall

Wettest day

Strongest wind gust

36.7 *C at Coober Pedy Airport on the 5™
32.2 *C at Moomba Airport

18.9 *C at Mount Lofty

13.6 *C at Mount Lofty on the 22

0.0 *C at Yunta Airstrip on the 24™

8.6 °C at Gluepot Reserve (Gluepot)

8.6 *C at Padthaway South

17.4 *C at Moomba Airport

22 5 *C at Moarlunga on the 27™

24 8 *C at Moomba Airport

14.58 *C at Mount Lofty

44 0 mm at Mount Schank (Jethia)

226 mm at Mount Hope (Fairview) on the 29%
93 kmv'h at Coulta (Coles Point) on the 30th
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Adelaide in May 2016: Warm nights; heavy rainfall days

Heavy rainfall resulted in the wettest May in more than 20 years at several locations.
Maximum temperatures were above average at the start of the month, but the month saw a
cooler finish. Warmer than average nights through the month.

»  Wettest May in 16 years for Adelaide

» Warmest nights since 1975

+  Warm days at the start of the month
Rainfall was above average across the metropolitan and Hille areas, with several locations
having their wettest May in several years. Adelaide (Kent Town) recorded its wetiest May
since 2000. The passage of a deep low pressure system across southermn parts of South
Australia on the Sth and 10th saw Lenswood report its highest daily rainfall for May on
record. Severe wind gusts in excess of 100 kmv'h, and record high sea level readings in St
Vincent and Spencer Gulfs, were reported with this weather system. Towards the end of the
menth, the passage of a cold front saw rainfall fotals of 20 to 35 mm across the cty and hills
in the 24 hours to 9am on the 26th which saw Owen have its wettest May day on record
while Adelaide (Kent Town) recorded its wettest day in just over 12 months. The heavy
rainfall throughout the month resulted in Mount Crawford, located in the Adelaide Hills,
having its wettest May on record, while several other locations observed their wettest May in
mre than 25 years.
Maximum temperatures were well above average across the city. The first week of May saw
much wamer than average daily maximum temperatures recorded at all metropolitan
locations. Days became milder between the Sth and 12th, before warming up again from the
13th. The mean maximum temperature at Adelaide {Kent Town) was 0.8 °C above the long-
term May average.
Ovemight temperatures were above average throughout much of May. At Adelaide (Kent
Town) the mean minimum temperature for May was 124 °C, 2.1 °C above the long term
average, the warmest May nights cbserved in the city at the Kent Town location. May nights
during 2016 rank as 6th warmest on record and the warmest since 1975 when comparing
observations from both the Kent Town and West Terrace locations.
The persistent warm nights, owing to increased cloud cowver, and above average rainfall
throughout the month resulted in some locations having their highest May mean daily
minimunn temperature on record. From the 25th, nights tended to be cooler than average
across the region as a cold front followed by south to south westerly airstream was directed
ower the region.

Extremes in May 2016

Hottest day

Warmest days on average
Coolest days on average
Coldest day

Coldest night

Coolest nights on average
Warmest nights on average
Warmest night

Warmest on average overall
Coolest on average overall
Wettest overall

Wetteat day

Strongest wind gust

25.7 *C at Edinburgh RAAF on the 5"

202 *C at Parafield Airport

13.8 *C at Mount Lofty

9.2 *C at Mount Lofty on the 27°

4.1 °C at Mount Barker on the 29®

8.8 *C at Mount Lofty

13.3 °C at Noarlunga

17.7 °C at Adelaide (Kent Town) on the 22
162 °C at Noarlunga

11.3 *C at Mount Lofty

229 6 mm at Lenswood Research Centre
28.0 mm at Lenswood Research Cenire on the 10™
96 kmi'h at Mount Crawford AWS on the Sth

For more information on Maybs temperatur
statistics please see:
http:// www. bom. gov. au/climate/ current/ mo
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